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SURVEY REPORT FOR DAILY EXPRESS 

May 2016 

1. The Question 

We surveyed 2685 respondents over the age of 18 on May 7th-8th, 2016 in 27 provinces 

of Turkey. In response to the question “If Turkey becomes a full member of the EU, 

and Britain remains in the EU, would you, or any member of your family, consider 

relocating to Britain?” 16 percent of the respondents said they would.  

 

If Turkey becomes a full member of the EU, and Britain remains in the EU, 

would you, or any member of your family, consider relocating to Britain? 
Percent 

Yes 15.8 

No 84.2 

Total 100.0 

 

Looking at the different demographic and social groups, younger people, more educated 

people, non-Turkish ethnic groups, less religious people and people who consider 

themselves to have a “modern” lifestyle are more likely to consider relocating to 

Britain.  

 

2. Demographic Breakdown 

The chart below shows the basic demographic breakdown of the likelihood of considering 

relocating to Britain. 

 

While men and women consider relocating in equal percentages, age makes a significant 

difference and among the youngest one third of the adult population, 25 percent said 

they would consider relocating as opposed to 10 percent among those who are 46 or 

older.  

 

More educated people in Turkey are more likely to consider relocating. People who hold at 

least a university degree constitute 17 percent, i.e. one sixth of the adult population 

and 25 percent of them stated that they would consider relocating. Among those with 

a high school degree, the likelihood drops to 21 percent and among those with a 

secondary school degree, it drops to 13 percent. At just 9 percent, the group least 

willing to relocate are those with primary school degrees. The illiterate group, making 

up 5 percent of the adult population in Turkey, seems a bit more likely to consider 

relocating but this is mainly because half of them are non-Turkish ethnic minorities. 

 

Income level also seems to be correlated with the likelihood of considering relocating to 

Britain. Twenty percent of the highest income group (TRY 5001 or more, about 1200 

£ monthly household income) as opposed to 13 percent of the lowest income group 

(TRY 700 or less, about 165 £ monthly household income) stated that they would 

consider relocating. 
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There is no overall difference between people who work and those who do not, but those 

who are most likely to consider relocating are unemployed people (36 percent), 

students (34 percent) and people who work in the private sector (26 percent).  
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3. Social Factors 

Attributes other than basic demographic characteristics, such as ethnicity, piety, lifestyle, 

place of residence and political preference also demonstrate which societal groups 

in Turkey are more likely to consider relocating. 

 

Fourteen percent of Turkish people would consider relocating whereas 24 percent of Kurdish 

people and 22 percent of people from the remaining ethnic groups would. Kurds 

constitute 14 percent of the adult population1 and all other ethnic groups constitute 

about 5.4 percent.  

  

 
                                                 
1 According to KONDA calculations, Kurds constitute 18 percent of the total population including children, which 

means the Kurdish population in Turkey is close to 15 million.  
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Those who adhere to the Alevi sect of Islam constitute about 5 percent of the population. At 

26 percent, they are much more likely to consider relocating than the Sunni majority.  

 

Piety is a much stronger indicator than religion/sect for the likelihood of considering 

relocation. Ten percent of the “pious,” who have selected to define themselves as “a 

person who completely fulfills the requirements of the religion,” consider relocating, 

compared to 46 percent of “non-believers,” who chose the definition “a person who 

does not believe in the requirements of religion.” 

 

Head-cover, another attribute that was asked in the survey, could also be considered as a 

possible indicator of piety.2 Those who do not cover themselves constitute 33 percent 

of the adult female population and 24 percent of them stated that they would 

consider relocating. As for those who do cover themselves, 9 percent would consider 

relocating. 

 

Based on previous KONDA research, all our surveys include a question on the lifestyle 

respondents believe they have.3 Among the three lifestyle groups of “Moderns”, 

“Traditional Conservatives” and “Religious Conservatives”, it is the Moderns at 32 

percent who are most likely to consider relocating to Britain in the scenario when 

Turkey enters the EU and Britain remains in it. Only 11 percent of the Traditional 

Conservatives and 8 percent of the Religious Conservatives are likely to do so.  

 

4. Political Preference 

Looking at how people’s political preferences or choice of political parties correlate with 

whether they would consider relocating to Britain, we see that voters of HDP 

(Halkların Demokratik Partisi – Peoples’ Democratic Party) and CHP (Cumhuriyet Halk 

Partisi - Republican People's Party) are more likely to consider relocating at 32 

percent and 27 percent respectively. Also those who claim that they would not vote 

at all in upcoming elections are also more likely to do so, at 27 percent. Non-voters 

are typically more educated and more cynical about politics in general. 

 

Two groups of voters whose likelihood of considering relocation is below the national average 

are voters of AKP (Adalet ve Kalkınma Partisi – Justice and Development Party) and 

MHP (Milli Hareket Partisi – Nationalist Movement Party) at 9 percent and 12 percent 

respectively.  

                                                 
2 Women were asked if they cover themselves outside the household and if so, with which style. Married men 

were asked the same question about their wives. The answers for headcover style reflects respondents own 

preference of terminology, not that of the interviewer. Chador is also offered among the choices but as only 0.6 

percent (N=15) cover themselves with chador, their percentages are not included in the analysis.   
3 As a result of the clustering analysis of KONDA’s “Who Are We? Lifestyles” survey conducted in 2008, 9 

lifestyle groups were defined 

(http://www.konda.com.tr/en/download_report.php?file=2008_04_KONDA_Life_styles&rapor=Who%20Are%20

We?%20Life-styles%20Survey)  These 9 lifestyle groups have been simplified into 3 main lifestyles. At KONDA 

surveys, respondents are asked the question “Which of the following lifestyles would you consider yourself 

belonging to?” and are offered the choices of “Modern”, “Traditional Conservative” and “Religious 

Conservative.” These three groups make up about one-quarter, half and one-quarter of the population respectively. 

Non-response rate to this question is generally as low as 2 to 3 percent.  

http://www.konda.com.tr/en/download_report.php?file=2008_04_KONDA_Life_styles&rapor=Who%20Are%20We?%20Life-styles%20Survey
http://www.konda.com.tr/en/download_report.php?file=2008_04_KONDA_Life_styles&rapor=Who%20Are%20We?%20Life-styles%20Survey
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5. Research ID 

5.1. Overall Description of the Survey 

This report is based on a survey conducted by KONDA Research and Consultancy (KONDA 

Araştırma ve Danışmanlık A.Ş.).  

 

The field survey was conducted on 7-8 May 2016. This report presents the political trends, 

preferences and profiles of the adult population above the age of 18 in Turkey, within 

the dates of the field survey. 

 

The survey is designed and conducted with the purpose to determine and to monitor trends 

and changes in the preferences of respondents who represent the adult population 

above the age of 18 in Turkey. The margin of error of the survey is +/- 1.7 at 95 

percent confidence level and +/- 2.3 at 99 percent confidence level. 

5.2. The Sample 

The sample was selected through stratification of the data on population and educational 

attainment level of neighborhoods and villages based on the Address Based 

Population Registration System (ADNKS), and the results of the 2011 General 

Elections in neighborhoods and villages.  

 

First, the administrative units were grouped as rural/urban/metropolitan, and then the 

sample was created based on the 12 regions.  

 

Within the scope of the survey, 2685 respondents were interviewed face-to-face in 153 

neighborhoods and villages of 104 districts - including central districts - of 27 

provinces. 

 

Provinces visited 27 

Districts visited 104 

Neighborhoods/villages visited 153 

Number of respondents 2685 

 

Among the 18 surveys conducted in each neighborhood, quotas on age and gender were 

enforced. 

 

Age group Female Male 

Between 18-28 3 respondents 3 respondents 

Between 29-44 3 respondents 3 respondents 

44 and above 3 respondents 3 respondents 
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 Level 1 (12 regions) Provinces visited 

1 İstanbul İstanbul 

2 Western Marmara  Balıkesir, Edirne 

3 Aegean  Denizli, İzmir, Kütahya, Uşak 

4 Eastern Marmara  Bursa, Eskişehir, Kocaeli 

5 Western Anatolia  Ankara, Konya  

6 Mediterranean  Adana, Antalya, Hatay, Mersin   

7 Central Anatolia  Kayseri, Sivas       

8 Western Black Sea  Samsun, Tokat 

9 Eastern Black Sea Trabzon 

10 Northeastern Anatolia Erzincan 

11 Middle Eastern Anatolia  Malatya, Van 

12 Southeastern Anatolia  Diyarbakır, Gaziantep, Şanlıurfa 

 

The distribution of respondents by region and place of residence is shown in the table below.  

 

 Survey location Rural Urban Metropolitan Total 

1 İstanbul     21.6 21.6 

2 Western Marmara 2.0 3.2   5.2 

3 Aegean 4.1 5.4 5.4 14.8 

4 Eastern Marmara 1.3 2.7 4.7 8.7 

5 Western Anatolia 0.7   9.6 10.3 

6 Mediterranean 3.3 2.6 5.6 11.5 

7 Central Anatolia 1.1 1.2 1.6 3.9 

8 Western Black Sea 2.6 3.4   5.9 

9 Eastern Black Sea 1.3 2.0   3.4 

10 Northeastern Anatolia 1.3     1.3 

11 Middle Eastern Anatolia 1.3 2.7   4.1 

12 Southeastern Anatolia 2.0 3.4 4.0 9.4 

 Total 21.1 26.5 52.4 100.0 
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6. Frequency Tables  

Gender Percentage 

Female 47.7 

Male 52.3 

Total 100.0 
 

 

 

Age Percentage 

Between 18-28 26.4 

Between 29-43 35.7 

44 or above 37.9 

Total 100.0 
 

 

 

Educational attainment level Percentage 

Illiterate 5.7 

Literate without degree 2.0 

Primary school degree 29.5 

Secondary school degree 17.5 

High school degree 28.5 

University degree 15.4 

Masters/PhD 1.3 

Total 100.0 

 

 

Monthly household income  Percentage 

TRY 700 or less 3.9 

TRY 701 - 1200 11.6 

TRY 1201 - 2000 44.2 

TRY 2001 - 3000 23.2 

TRY 3001 - 5000 13.4 

TRY 5001 or more 3.8 

Total 100.0 
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Birthplace (region) Percentage 

İstanbul 7.9 

Western Marmara 5.3 

Aegean 13.5 

Eastern Marmara 6.9 

Western Anatolia 7.8 

Mediterranean 11.1 

Central Anatolia 7.3 

Western Black Sea 9.3 

Eastern Black Sea 6.8 

Northeastern Anatolia 4.1 

Middle Eastern Anatolia 5.8 

Southeastern Anatolia 13.2 

Abroad 1.0 

Total 100.0 

 

 

 

Employment status Percentage 

Civil servant 5.3 

Private sector 8.5 

Worker 10.0 

Small retailer 7.6 

Merchant/businessman .8 

Self-employed 2.2 

Farmer, agriculturist, stock breeder 4.1 

Employed, other 4.4 

Retired 12.3 

Housewife 30.9 

Students 9.0 

Unemployed 4.1 

Disabled .8 

Total 100.0 
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 Lifestyle cluster: “In terms of your lifestyle, which of the three 

groups do you consider yourself to belong?” 
Percentage 

Modern 25.6 

Traditional conservative 50.7 

Religious conservative 23.8 

Total 100.0 

 

 

 

Head cover status: “Do you or your wive cover your/her head 

when outside? How do you cover it?” 
Percentage 

No head cover 28.3 

Headscarf 48.4 

Turban 9.3 

Chador .6 

Bachelor male 13.5 

Total 100.0 

 

 

 

Ethnic identity: “We are all citizens of the Republic of Turkey but we 

can be from differen ethnic backgrounds. What do you know or feel 

your ethnic identity to be?”  

Percentage 

Turkish 80.0 

Kurdish 13.7 

Zaza 0.9 

Arab 2.9 

Other 2.6 

Total 100.0 

 

 

 

Religion / sect: “What is the religion and sect you belong to?” Percentage 

Sunni Muslim 89.7 

Alevi Muslim 8.3 

Other 2.1 

Total 100.0 
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Piety: “Which of the following describes how pious you are?” Percentage 

Non-believer: A person who does not believe in the requirements 

of the religion 
3.2 

Believer: A person who believes in the requirements of the 

religion, but does not fulfill them completely 
22.3 

Religious: A person who tries to fulfill the requirements of the 

religion 
63.2 

Pious: A person who completely fulfills the requirements of the 

religion 
11.3 

Total 100.0 

 

Type of housing Percentage 

Squatter / apartment without external plastering 3.5 

Single family, traditional house 39.5 

Apartment 51.4 

Housing complex 5.1 

Very luxurious apartment, villa 0.4 

Total 100.0 

 

 


